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5' September 2015 
To, 


Shri Narendra Modi 
Hon. Prime Minister 
Government of India 
New Delhi. 


Re : Impasse in the Issue of Appointments at FTII 
Dear Sir, 


The appointments to the Society of Film & Television Institute of India (FTII) by the Ministry of 
Information & Broadcasting have raised lot of serious issues. 


FTII is a public funded autonomous national institute of advance learning of cinema that has 
achieved international reputation over the years since its establishment in 1960. This is an 
outcome of the vision provided and the painstaking efforts of many a stalwarts who have served 
as Chairperson of the Governing Council in the course of time. These achievements of the 
institute have to be nurtured and further developed and it is the responsibility of the government 
of the day to ensure that all the appointments to the Society of FTII are consistent with the aims, 
vision and ethos of the institute. 


We are of the firm view that the recently appointed Chairperson and the other members to the 
FTII Society lack necessary academic and scholarly credentials in the field of cinema. It is 
undemocratic on the part of the government in power to misuse its authority to push its political 
agenda, blatantly violating academic, pedagogic, social and moral norms. 


Such actions by the government pose grave threat to the very integrity of the institute like FTII. 
All these, very grave and pertinent issues in the wake of these recent appointments to FTII by 
Ministry of 1&B have been rightfully brought up by the FTII students, the major stakeholders, 


whose careers would be jeopardized by such arbitrary actions of the government. 


The Ministry of Information & Broadcasting has miserably failed to address and resolve the 
fundamental issues raised by the students of FTII for more than 2 months. 


We earnestly request for your intervention to end the impasse with due consideration to the following 
points and immediate initiation of actions, 


e The newly constituted Society of FTII & appointment of Chairperson is not in consonance 
with the aims and objectives as well as does not measure up to the scholarly tradition, 
intellectual excellence and cultural ethos of this premier national institution. 


We demand that the appointments of the new Chairperson and the new members to the 
Society of FTIl should be cancelled and this current Society should be dissolved with 
immediate effect. 


* The government shall constitute an expert committee consisting of say, 3 ex-chairpersons 
and 4 alumni with proven track record and body of work in the cinema recognized nationally 
/ internationally with the responsibility to develop a democratic, transparent process for 
constituting FTII Society, its number of members, its term period and composition, ensuring 
all the stakeholders get due representation along with criteria, norms and guidelines for 
selection of members within three months. 


e The same expert committee should be empowered to shortlist at least 50% more 
nominations than the agreed number of members of the Society for the Government to 
select and constitute the new Society. The newly constituted Society should elect from 
among themselves new 1) Chairperson and Vice Chairperson of the Society and 2) the 
members of the Governing Council within following three months. 


¢ The term of the current director is over. A Search Committee consisting of one nominee each 
of the new Chairperson, the new Governing Council and the Ministry of | & B, as per the 
prevalent practice in other academic institutions, should identify individuals with proven 
academic credentials and experience in the field of cinema for the position of the director. 
The Search Committee should nominate three names for the Ministry of | & B to choose one 
for the appointment. 


Sincerely, 


On behalf of 

Dr. Sulabha Brahme, Retd. Prof. Gokhale Inst. Of Politics & Economics 
Dr. Hemu Adhikari, Research Scientist, Theatre & Film Personality 
Amit Narkar, Executive Director, National Centre for Advocacy Studies 
Adwait Pednekar, Engineering Professional 


